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SURVEY TOPLINES: 
Citizen Voices on Peace, Security and Human Rights in Taliban-Controlled Afghanistan1 
 
Timeframe: March-June, 2022 
Population: Adult internet users in Afghanistan 
Sample: Random 
Total N Started Survey as of June 16, 2002: 26,039 
Total N Completed Survey as of June 16, 2002: 3020 
 
Released: June 16, 2022 
 

Invitation: You are invited to take this survey about the future of your country. Any information you provide in 
this survey is absolutely confidential. Your answers can not be associated with your identity, IP address, location 
or name. All data will be stored on secure servers outside your country, and none of it can be traced back to 
you. 

 
DEMOGRAPHICS 
 
What language do you speak? (pashto, dari) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What is your gender? (male, female)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                           
1 This survey was collected by RIWI Corporation for University of Massachusetts’ Human Security Lab, with support 
from National Science Foundation RAPID grant #2204990, “Citizen Perspectives on Peace, Security and Human 
Rights in a Post-Conflict Environment.”  



 
 

What is your age? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Where do you live? (center of a large city, suburbs of a large city, small city, rural area) 
 

 
 
Imagine a 10-step ladder, on which the poorest families are found on the first step, and the richest are found 
on the 10th step. Where would you place your family?  

 

 



 

 
 
 
  

What kind of education did you complete? (government elementary school, private elementary school, technical 
school, government high school, private high school, university education) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
How important is religion in you and your family’s day to day activities? (not at all 
important, somewhat important, important, very important) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
What is your marital status? 
 
 



SAFETY / SECURITY 
 
Which of the following best reflects your situation right now?  
Much less safe since the US left and the Taliban took over 
Somewhat less safe since US left and the Taliban took over 
US leaving / Taliban takeover did not impact my safety 
Somewhat more safe since US left and the Taliban took over 
Much more safe since the US left and the Taliban took over 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
How has your household’s/family’s ability to get enough food changed since the US left and the Taliban 
took over? (worsened a lot, worsened a little, no change, improved a little, improved a lot) 
 

 

Thinking about your and your family’s physical safety, which worries you the most now? 
Repression from the Taliban 
Terror attacks and recruitment by groups like ISIS-K 
Civil war for control of government between Taliban and other Afghan groups 
Renewed war between the Taliban and international community 
 

  



   
GOVERNANCE 
 
How much would you say you support the current national government? (not at all, not so much, not sure, a 
little, a lot) 
 

 
 
Thinking about how the Taliban has governed since they took over, which is the closest to your own view? 
I prefer the Taliban remain in control of the government 
I prefer another opposition group take power, through force if needed 
I prefer an inclusive peace deal between Taliban and other groups 
I prefer an international presence in Afghanistan 
Don’t know / don’t wish to answer 

 

 

 

(For those who support the Taliban a little or a lot): 
In your view, what is the Taliban doing well? What if anything would you have them change?  
OPENEND 



AFGHAN RESERVES 

Thinking about the Afghan reserves frozen by the US, which of the following is closer to your view? 
Return the reserves at once to Afghanistan, even if it means the Taliban will control them. 
Keep the reserves frozen and earning interest until an inclusive government is established. 

 

 
 
 

 If you could choose how the reserves would be unfrozen, which would you prefer? 
Unfreeze the reserves at once and let the Taliban government decide how to spend them 
Unfreeze the reserves in stages and let the Central Bank control them, with no Taliban involvement 
Unfreeze the reserves and pass them to the UN / World Bank for distribution to the Afghan people through aid 
Something else   

 

 
If the Afghan reserves remain frozen for now, which of the following is closer to your view?  
The reserves should remain in safekeeping for a future, inclusive Afghan government 
A portion of the reserves should be used to pay reparations for the families of 9/11 victims in the US  
Something else 

 

  



PRIORITIES 

 
How much would you agree or disagree with the following sentence: “I believe avoiding renewed armed conflict 
is among the top priorities for the future of my country?” (strongly disagree, disagree, undecided, agree, strongly 
agree) 
 

 
 
How much would you agree or disagree with the following sentence: “I believe reducing human rights violations 
against any and all Afghans is among the top priorities for the future of my country?” (strongly disagree, disagree, 
undecided, agree, strongly agree) 
 

 

How much would you agree or disagree with the following sentence: “I believe ensuring basic needs and enough 
food for everyone is among the top priorities for the future of my country?” (strongly disagree, disagree, undecided, 
agree, strongly agree) 
 

  



WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS 
 
 
How much would you agree or disagree with the following sentence: “I believe achieving human rights for women 
is among the top priorities for the future of my country?” (strongly disagree, disagree, undecided, agree, strongly 
agree) 
 

 

   (For those who agree or strongly agree):  
   In your own words, what would achieving women’s human rights look like for you? [OPEN-END] 

 
Regardless of how important you think women’s rights are compared to other priorities, if you think just 
about the status of women, which women’s human rights are most important to you? Choose at least 
three.  
 

 
 
(For those who choose “something else”):  
 In your own words, what would achieving women’s human rights look like for you? [OPEN-END] 



INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY’S ROLE 

Thinking about ways the international community can support Afghans like yourself, which of the 
following is closer to your view? 
 

• The international community should withhold economic support from current government until human rights 
improve and inclusive government is established 
 

• The international community should provide economic support to current government regardless of their 
policies. 
 

• Don’t Know / Don’t Wish To Answer 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Thinking about how the international community can support Afghans like you, which of the following is 
closer to your view? 
  

• The international community should not recognize the Taliban unless human rights improve 
and inclusive government is established. 
 

• The international community should recognize the Taliban regardless of their policies. 
 

• Don’t Know / Don’t Wish To Answer 
 

 
 



Thinking about how the international community can support Afghans like you, which two of the following 
sound closest to your views? 
 

• Support a peace process between Taliban and opposition groups 
 

• Use military force against the Taliban to reduce human rights violations 
 

• Provide military support to groups like the National Resistance Front to protect Afghans from human rights 
 

• Help the Taliban fight ISIS-K 
 

• Send UN peacekeepers from neutral non-Western countries to maintain peace and improve human rights. 
 

• Afghans need some other kind of international help. 
 

• Don’t Know / Don’t Wish To Answer 
 

 

 

 
If you like, please explain in your own words what kind of support from the international community would be 
most helpful to Afghans like yourself. 
OPENEND 
Continue 

 


